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Abstract

This study employs and applies a mixed methods approach. It aims to investigate
the weaknesses of the student activity development in the field of higher education
institutions located in three southern border provinces on Thailand. In this study, there
are eight informants; they are all regarded as knowledgeable researchers who have a
great wealth of experiences in the university-level activity development in these
provinces. The results of the study are twofold. First, it is related to weaknesses which
are divided into six points as follows: 1) The mutual cooperation between higher
educational institutions in the location of these three provinces has not achieved the
concrete outcomes. 2) The academic community service activities, which aim to meet
the contextualized demands of the three provinces, are found insufficient and lacking of
a variety. 3) Undergraduate Students in the institutes located in these provinces have a
low quality of education and have a limited Thai language competence. 4) Students still
have no motivation to strengthen their public mind or public consciousness in order to
develop their communities, which have been firmly involved with the role and duty to
service their own society. This requires the solid knowledge in theories and the actual
practice in real situations. 5) The activity arrangement of higher education in these
provinces is still conducted with the concentration on enjoyable and entertaining
purposes. Moreover, the arrangements have yet to integrate the knowledge-based
academic, problem solutions, and actual social contribution. 6) The activity arrangement
in the study has no multi-disciplinary job trainings.

For the second section, the study yields the result that the mean of weaknesses
in the activity development is 4.22 while the standard deviation 0.69.Regarding the
opinions on the overall activity development, the results point out that the weaknesses

are highly unsatisfactory.
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